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Call for Presentations and Participation

Together, WE Can!   Juntos Podemos!
The 15th annual conference of The Associations of Programs for Rural Independent Living is planned for October 9 –12th in Fajardo, Puerto Rico.  Together, WE Can!    Juntos Podemos!  continue our mission to advance the rights and responsibilities of rural Americans with disabilities. 

We are especially interested in bi-lingual Spanish/English presenters.
Topics of interest:

· Partnering with and serving Native Americans and other minorities?
· Reaching Beyond American Borders – taking the IL message to the world

· How to bring IL to those who can’t come to the CIL for services

· Successful media and public relations materials and messaging

· Strategies for developing a good SPIL (state plan for independent living), getting everybody to play fair and commit to inclusion

· Fund raising ideas that don’t require an event (online auctions, web sponsors, newsletters, other methods)

· Housing, Transportation, Health Care, Assistive Technology 

· Nursing Home Transition and Deinstitutionalization 

· Accessible Vacationing and Recreational options

· Safety Training for people with disabilities

· Employment Strategies 

· Asset, finance, personal resource building/planning for people with disabilities

We are also featuring something new this year - a round table-style Innovative Practices and Meet the Local CIL Session. Our version of CIL speed dating…Do you have a program or a project that you have developed that is innovative and creating successful outcomes for your CIL/consumers? Can you give a short overview of the program in about 20 minutes? We invite you to present it to our committee to potentially be part of this session. We will select 8 to 10 projects to highlight.

Sunday Morning….We want to feature faces and places of rural America. We are putting together a slide show and are asking each of our member CILs/SILCs to send us pictures that represent what is Uniquely You as well as some of your local IL heroes who are no longer with us. Please send electronic copies with a caption for each photo submitted. Also, be sure to sign and submit the Photo Release form provided at the end of this document along with your submission to Tiffany Johnston, APRIL Conference Committee, Walton Options for Independent Living, P O Box 519, Augusta, GA  30903.

WORKSHOP PROPOSAL FORM
Name of Contact Person: ______________________________________________


Name of Organization: ___________________________




Address: _______________________________________________

Contact Info:   














(Phone)


(Fax)


  (E-mail)

Type of Proposal Being Submitted:    __ Workshop Presentation
___ Round Table Discussion





___Panel Presentation
___Bi-lingual 
Priority will be given to bi-lingual Spanish/English presenters.
Title of Proposed Presentation: 
________________________________________________________________________________
On a separate page (NOT TO EXCEED ONE PAGE, 14 FONT SINGLE/DOUBLE SPACE).  Describe the purpose and nature of your proposed session. What will attendees learn from your session?  Be specific about how you will lead the session, including what topics will be covered.  If we do not have enough information, we will contact you.
Please provide a brief summary of your workshop, as you would like it to appear in the Conference brochure.

*Have you presented this workshop to any other groups? 

*If so, Who? ______________________________________________
The Deadline for Submissions is 5:00 p.m. Central Time on June 19, 2009
Please remember to include a brief bio (two paragraphs) for all presenters.

All applicants will be notified by mail or e-mail early July as to whether or not their submission has been accepted for inclusion on the Conference Agenda.

Send Application to:

Elissa Ellis, Director of Operations / Conference Coordinator

APRIL

2001 Pershing Circle, Suite 200

North Little Rock, AR 72114

Phone: 501-753-3400

FAX:  501-753-3406

E-mail: april-elissa@sbcglobal.net



ATTN:  APRIL PHOTO RELEASE 

Please sign below to give APRIL permission to use the photos you provided for use at the 2009 conference as well as on our website or on other distribution materials related to APRIL. 

Description of photo(s) including names of people or object: ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Signature:__________________________________


Date: ___________

Please send photos and permissions to:

Tiffany Johnston

APRIL Conference Committee

c/o Walton Options for Independent Living

P O Box 519

Augusta, GA  30903


